Students Share Their
Awkward Encounters
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“Ms. Cavel. She’s a genius
English teacher, and she
pushes us because she
knows what our full
potential is.”

Carlie Anzalone, senior

“Ms. Tocco. She’s really under-
standing and open-minded about /7
other peoples’ beliefs.”

Katie Frck, junior

“Mrs. Juza. She’s always so
energetic and has a positive
outlook on everything.”

Emma Tuttle, freshman
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Which teacher inspires YOU?

A New Perspective:
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Teachers Juggling More Than Marian

AnnieMcClure
er curious eyes pore over the tattered
H pages of a diary dating back to 1824.

Its yellow-tinted pages are home to
unanswered mysteries. Its smudged words are
keys to the past, revealing secrets of life and
death. For 15 years, she has been gathering clues
to piece together this historic puzzle, and one
diary is only the beginning.

Every summer, social studies teacher Mrs.
Suzan Juza travels around the country, acquiring
traces of Fort Atkinson, a fort that operated in
Wisconsin from 1819 to 1827. Since 1996, Juza
has traveled to historical societies around in
search of any records of the Fort. She has made it
out to the National Archives in Washington, D.C.,
about six times over the past 15 years.

“What I have mainly found out there is what
happened to the people who lived at the Fort. We
didn’t have a lot of knowledge of how they died
and how they lived. I have found diaries for some
of the soldiers. We know they had slaves there,
and that is something we had no knowledge of
before. We also know there are probably about
250 to 300 people buried somewhere, and we are
still trying to locate the cemetery,” Juza said.

Juza knew about Fort Atkinson due to
the visit she took there with her kids. Then, a
couple years later, she got the idea to apply for
ajob there. “I was working on my Masters and
just wanted a part time job. As I was driving
through Fort Calhoun, I saw the sign saying ‘Fort
Atkinson State Historical Park’, and thought, ‘Oh,
I'll go apply there, so I did,” Juza said.

Since working both jobs, Juza notices how
her summer job at Fort Atkinson enhances her
knowledge of the subjects she teaches. “When I
teach World War I or World War II, it helps me
identify with what our soldiers are going through
because I know what they went through in
1820,” Juza said. “I get my fix on that during the
summer. Then I come back here, and I teach.”

As Juza spends time planning her
next research endeavors for this coming
summer, English teacher and speech coach
Mrs. Jen Christen has been preoccupied with
commitments of her own.
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Twice a week, Christen channels her
personable and energetic disposition into
something aside from teaching at Marian:
jazzercise. Christen notes the similarities
between instructing jazzercise and teaching at
Marian. “I think just personality-wise you can’t
be dead onstage, and you can’t be dead in the
classroom,” she said.

Like Juza and Christen, history teacher
Mrs. Kim Remmick found herself juggling a lot
of commitments up until December. But, her
outside job did not involve reading old diaries or
instructing jazzercise.

She was seeing the classroom from a whole
new perspective as a student at the University of j
Nebraska at Omaha. After four years of classes, f :
she received her Masters degree in history this
past December.

For Remmick, time was always her greatest
detriment. She had to balance the role of a
teacher and a student, as well as mothering two
kids. “I felt like I couldn’t be a great student, a
great mom and a great teacher. I had to be good
at one thing and okay at the other two. I just had
to kind of trade off what I was going to focus on,
and when. But I couldn’t focus on all three at
once,” Remmick said.

Remmick can relate to the hectic lifestyle
many high school students lead. “Oh, I get it.

I get that they have commitments and time
issues, and [ totally understand that,” she said.

After school, many Marian girls scurry to
their jobs, extracurricular activities or straight
home to start mountains of homework. But,
at the same time, it is very likely that Mr.

Mark Koesters is on his way to the Omaha
Steak’s headquarters to be a telemarketer,

Mrs. Lori Spanbauer is driving to Metropolitan
Community College to teach sociology, Mr. Andy
Bauer is sitting in class at Creighton or Mrs.
Rachel Misiolek is on her way to Mount Olive

to fulfill her role as organist and church choir
accompanist.

The reality is most teachers do understand.
Students are not the only people suffering
from tight schedules; teachers are performing
balancing acts of their own.
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